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[Music] [Applause] so live from miami beach nbc news reports the 1972 republican national convention 
brought to you by the gulf oil corporation as part of its continuing effort to bring you events of special 
importance good evening john chancellor david brinkley covering the fifth and the final session of the 
republican national convention tonight we will see the president and the vice president in the hall for the first 
time during this convention uh there will be nominating and balloting for the vice presidential nomination 
which will be given to vice president agnew there will be acceptance speeches made by the vice president 
and then the big event tonight president nixon's acceptance speech for his second third presidential 
nomination from the republican party all of this is taking place here in miami beach against the background of 
some violence some ugly incidents being caused by demonstrators on the streets you see them you see the 
streets of miami beach now and there you see some of the demonstrators and some of the police on your 
screen a helicopter taking that picture what that is a hut of some kind i don't really know what his purpose 
was on a golf course just across from the convention hall set fire uh well we don't know who set fire to it 
there it seems like this in the general vicinity of the convention hall itself a very strong security screen around 
the hall police have just tear gas the street you 
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police have just tear gas the street you see on the screen now the delegates nevertheless are arriving in the 
hall in substantial numbers and in fact are already here in substantial numbers and so if uh for whatever 
intention there was to keep them out has not succeeded they may be a little late getting started but they will 
nevertheless be here for the evening session and go through the stated business philip kKeldenbacker as a 
delegate from short hills new jersey came into the convention hall and said it looked like a banana republic 
out there and then he said it's been a very dull convention except for this however he got here and he was 
unhurt the south carolina bus bringing that the delegate here the delegates here from their hotel was 
interrupted stopped along the way by a group of demonstrators in the street who threw rocks at it cut the tires 
stopped the bus to the point where it couldn't move the delegates from south carolina got out and walked to 
the convention hall and they're now in their places in a few minutes we will try to go down and talk to them 
and find out how they feel about what happened the conversation inside the bus at the time all this was 
happening was not recorded but perhaps we can all imagine what it was there'll be a lot of talk about all of 
this on the floor tonight of course and one of our floor reporters is down there now douglas kiker [Music] i'm 
listening to five different things at once [Music] i am here i'm here in the south carolina delegation with mrs 
beverly hebner who is a delegate and she had a rather hard time getting to the hall tonight tell us your story 
mrs evan well when we left on the bus we left about a half a block ahead of the mob and we circled around 
to go back to the auditorium hoping to miss the mob but a good man doubled back and when the 
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but a good man doubled back and when the bus got caught in traffic we had to stop and they slashed the 
tires let the air out of the tires stop cut off the motor and we were stranded in the middle of it and just couldn't 
move so when the police arrived we left the bus well now you are you are from uh you're from charleston 
south carolina and that's a rather structured town has anything like this ever happened to you before no no 
this is the first and i hope it lasts were you afraid i was terrified i'll be honest with you and after the bust was 
stopped what did you do then we waited a few minutes and then they one of them in the crowd or that we 
take off our badges and things to identify us and then we left the bus and it was a little rough they fought us 
the whole way a good many of our some of our people were hurt some had eggs thrown on them and one 
had their coat ripped fortunately nothing like that happened to me but we walked several blocks through the 
crowd with some police helping us and a young black man for making georgia led the way did anybody try to 
do anything uh physically violent to you not to me no some of them they did they beat up one man who tried 
to in your delegation i don't even know whose delegation when he was with us and he had on a red coat is 
all ican remember seeing and they went to hit his wife and he went to protect his wife and they jumped on 
him well what about in the south carolina what you saw what uh what happened there was there any physical 
violence committed upon you not the not just the vehicle but on the people there no not me i i'll tell you the 
truth when you have that many people going through a mob we were walking so fast i don't know what went 
on in front of me behind me too much like i say other than i don't think any physical bonds clothes were 
ripped and ruined with eggs and things but i couldn't really see do you want to come to another convention 
anytime soon yes thank you very much we talked to mrs beverly abner who had a rather hard time getting to 
the hall tonight this is douglas kiker now to cassie mackin we're talking to state senator and mr harwood from 
vermont senator harvard what happened when you were trying to get here this evening well we were trying 
to get to the pub to eat our dinner and my husband let all of the ladies out 
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and my husband let all of the ladies out of the car and we walked across the street and he proceeded to get 
the car down into the parking lot early so that he could come back and eat with us and then we all planned to 
walk from there over after having had our dinner but as he proceeded down the street i saw that he was ina 
great deal of difficulty down there with the demonstrators climbing on the car and trying to rock it and it was 
really rather frightening experience to stand there and watch it are you upset by what happened well uh i 
didn't know but the car would be tipped over but they didn't go that far they just [Music] proceeded to form a 
phalanx across the street but other vehicles had gone down through there so i figured i could too they pulled 
a garbage can from one side in a bench from the other side of the street to to partially blockade the road but i 
could see i could see his face so i kept on going that one fella particularly stood in front of the car as if he 
would uh stand there and let me run over him but i kept going very slowly and he decided against it he 
jumped up on the hood of the car then somebody else slapped a magazine that had the paste all over it onto 
the windshield and in addition they were kicking the side of the car and shaking the door handles and so 
forth but anyway as i began to get away from this first bunch of men uh one of them bent my windshield 
wiper uh you know a skill so to show me what he did he really meant business thank you very much we were 
talking to state senator and mr mb harwood who had more than a little bit of trouble getting here this evening 
and now to tom pettitt thank you cassie i'm here with governor dan evans of washington who had no problem 
getting into the hall tonight we understand earlier this week the governor took it upon himself to go down to 
flamingo park and talk with some of these youngsters was it your impression governor that uh 
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was it your impression governor that uh they were planning uh a violent evening tonight in your talks with 
them certain no not the ones i talked to but i didn't attempt to talk to some who obviously were there for the 
purpose of creating disruption i figured that it wasn't worth talking to some of those and the ones i talked to i 
think were unlikely to be involved in any of the violence that apparently is occurring tonight what you went 
down there incognito in a sweatshirt and blue jeans is that what it was no not quite that bad it was uh i went 
down the sports shirt uh in pair of slacks uh i think it was pretty obvious i was a visitor but there were many 
other visitors too and um just as i sat down and talked with small groups of youngsters i did not identify 


myself until oh after i talked to them for some period of time and uh and found out from them really what they 
thought about what should happen to the country and what should be done and then did identify myself and 
very interesting reactions what was their reaction when you told them you were not only a delegate but a 
governor well pretty favorable expressed pretty generally by one young man who said well it's the first time 
anyone's ever talked to us and the first time i'm sure he had seen anybody or talked to anybody in political 
office and it was very very important to me to kind of find out what they were thinking the basic question i 
was asking him was hey okay you're here to protest the war but assume the war is over tomorrow then what 
now the country's got to go on and uh we've got to do some things what do you think ought to be done as far 
as the country is concerned what kinds of answers were you getting to that question pretty good generally 
these most of the youngsters i talked to happen to have come from urban areas new jersey new york some 
from missouri some from california and they repeatedly mentioned urban problems the problems of poverty 
the problems of health and of education one young lady i think put it pretty well when 
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put it pretty well when she said why do we send so much money overseas for foreign aid to underdeveloped 
countries when we have so many underprivileged here at home it's uh you know it's almost a new 
isolationism a new kind of isolationism thank you governor evans governor dan evans of washington this is 
tom pettit on the floor and now up to john chancellor the gavel fell just a couple of minutes ago seven 
minutes late uh and that's all tonight they are obviously going to get started very much on time the the uh 
outside the buses some of these are derelict buses they won't run they were just brought in there are 50 of 
them that have been brought in around the hall those are three that you see and there tear gas that familiar 
smell that we've smelled at other conventions the demonstrators in the back the police in the front the 
president will come here tonight on a helicopter as will the vice president and some other vips have already 
been observed arriving in air force helicopters the latest that we have seen arrive here is the singer frank 
sinatra we'll be back after this word from golf um here in the convention hall the proceedings have got 
underway as we Say against the background of the most serious effort by demonstrators here in miami 
beach to disrupt the convention they did not but nevertheless outside it has been difficult tonight you were 
staying in the saxony hill the limousine in that picture has been forced back by demonstrators there are some 
people trying to arrive in the car in the hall here and they can't get through scenes like this some of them 
uglier than this have been going on we do emphasize however that it has not disrupted the convention we 
also ought to point out it seems to 
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we also ought to point out it seems to me that this is not the massive army of demonstrators which some 
people had feared would descend on the hotel these are skirmishers they there were reports earlier that 
about a body of three thousand demonstrators were heading for the convention hall from flamingo park 
which had been a staging area for street people alternate culture people counter delegates that group of 
3000 has not so far materialized it still could but what we've seen are incidents like this at many street 
corners with tear gas being used occasionally and the occasional ambulance going by our calculations are 
now that the arrests are well over 100 probably by now heading for 200 more gas there in the center of your 
picture there's a group waiting for a bus in front of one of the hotels and some of the demonstrators ran up 
and sprayed them with red paint we've been looking for them in the hall trying to find somebody with red 
paint on his clothes we haven't yet they may have changed before they came at one point the demonstrators 
were on collins avenue the main street in miami beach and uh they were chased off that by the police they 
went down on the beach and circled back around and came into the lobby of the saxony hotel that was the 
headquarters for the puerto rican and south carolinian delegation and the police made 75 arrests there 
clearing out the lobby that must have been some scene in the lobby of the saxony hotel these old hostilities 
are not used to that sort of thing most hotels aren't but as we say inside the convention hall here no difficulty 
at all those are some of the buses being used to block around the backside of convention hall here 
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convention hall here tonight it's just a solid wall of buses derelict buses pulled up into a sort of wagon train 
effect around the convention hall guarded by police impossible to get through they're all buses from palm 
beach most of them lined up front bumper to back bumper many of them won't run so they had to be towed 
into place and lined up it's a convenient way for the police to make a barrier because it's easy to roll it into 
place use it and then roll it away when they're finished now these pictures show you the national guard we 
we have not seen the national guard used so far state police have been county well now hold on that may 
not be the national guard we'll just wait until we can see one there are various kinds of police being used 
here as i was saying there are state police there are county police there are city police we've even seen 
traffic directed here by men from the what would amount to the florida interior department the fish and game 
people i think had some cars here so that until we actually see a trooper in a uniform let's not say that uh well 
they have every kind of police and law enforcement civilian and military here that's right they have city county 
state and 500 national guard secret service fbi us army and the marines the one very interesting thing about 
this convention and that is i believe for the first time the demonstrators are hooked up on a radio 
communications link with the authorities and think about that renny davis uh i think he's the with the yippy 
party we've got several groups here uh can be reached by the u.s secret service on a walkie-talkie given to 
him by the federal government the leaders of the demonstrators have walkie-talkies and they serve 
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walkie-talkies and they serve some logical purposes one is to keep rumors down rumors get started that 
people have been killed the demonstrators have been lynched that sort of thing can get out of hand one 
reason is rumor control the other is that they want to be able to get a hold of the leaders of the demonstration 
when they want to talk to them so think of this that the long-haired demonstrators in the street could be 
connected by walkie-talkie with the very men who are guarding president nixon tonight it's something for 
marshall mcluhan to think about paul cunningham has a report for us uh it's been sporadic out it's been 
sporadic out here at the front of the hall a while ago there was a great group up at one end building what 
they said was a symbolic dike uh to illustrate the what they consider the bombing of the dikes in north 
vietnam at the moment you see now a large group coming up washington avenue from the south of the 
convention hall about half an hour ago most of them left here when one of the leaders appealed on a 
bullhorn for a number of the demonstrators to go to 20th and collins to try to jam up the beach strip that is 
collins avenue at the moment it is still quiet here except that there is a large group coming up the street now 
this is paul cunningham out in front of the convention hall nato cs used on me in 1968. [Music] say it again 
um as we Say the preliminary proceedings are still taking place here at the uh at the convention um they will 
be picking up with the schedule of the evening before long and before we get into it let's talk about it a little 
bit we will have first the in the meaningful business of the evening the roll call of the states for the nomination 
of the republican candidate for vice president that means they'll go through all the states and one of the 
states will nominate the name of spero t agnew who has been of course vice president for four years 
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of course vice president for four years then there will be a nominating speech for him then there will be a roll 
call of all the states and they will ballot for the nomination it's possible that one or two of the states may put 
up one of their own favorite sons there's no rule against that but it's also possible that mr agnew may get one 
thousand uh what is it david 348 delegate votes here 13 40 and maybe 13 48 to nothing last night for the 
president it was 1347 to one the one landslide paul mccloskey it's a landslide it will be a landslide for mr 
agnew here tonight then he will be introduced and he will accept that nomination in a speech he will make 
here tonight speech he's been working on he's been doing two things here in miami beach the last few days 
playing a little tennis and working on his speech then after that there will be the introduction of the 
presidential nominee president nixon and he will make his acceptance speech these acceptance speeches 
by presidential candidates are important documents and that should come tonight somewhere around 10 
o'clock eastern daylight time if we do stay on schedule that's uh as far as that's really about all of the 
important things on the schedule well that'll be the end of the convention the gamble then they will all go 
home some with pleasure and some otherwise the police by the way have asked us to say they are not using 


tear gas they are using cs gas cs gas is similar if not to the gasser to the gas er i would not not prepared to 
discuss the fine points the difference between the two in any case they say it's not tear gas they say they say 
it causes you to cough and causes considerable irritation see ya go ahead look at that the secret services uh 
is of course where are we now let's see 
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we were outside the hall for a moment but for a moment i didn't know where outside the hull we'll be back in 
a moment after this message from golf [Music] they're working still here at the convention on the formal and 
not terribly important business of the convention for example the announcement of a committee to escort 
president nixon to the platform later tonight um but there is news on the floor and garrett cutley is there down 
here in west virginia with joan von toe an alternate delegate from west virginia and only 18 years old what 
happened to you when you tried to leave your hotel and come to the convention tonight well the 
demonstrators were out in front of our hotel and they were trying to get by the blockade but the policemen 
didn't want them by so they let off the tear gas and so we got pelted with tear gas also and trying just to get 
to the convention then all about i'd say about 300 delegates ran into the saxony where we were staying and 
just to get out of the tear gas and jumped in the pool because of the stinging it caused our eyes they jumped 
into their clothes on into the pool right everybody ran out to the pool or ran to the restrooms to cover their 
faces with water what did you do just kind of stood there and cried because it really hurt and we couldn't do 
anything because there was such a rush of people and they told all delegates to take their tags off so that 
they especially the young ones so that we wouldn't be hassled by the people because they were cheering us 
saying you know go in and vote for nixon he's a pig and look what you pigs have done to us when actually 
we got sprayed just as bad as they did how did you get to the convention hall uh we went in a private car 
after all we went we did we ran through the tear gas eventually and just to get here this just made us want to 
come even more was this the first time you've been gassed it is i hope it's the last too 
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gassed it is i hope it's the last too thank you very much talking to joan vantal of west virginia now over to tom 
pettis this is congressman tim lee carter of kentucky who had a problem with his group leaving one of the 
hotels in miami beach tonight congressman carter what exactly happened as your group was preparing to 
come down here to convention hall well a horde of demonstrators came by they pulled the oil lines out of two 
buses there and they set trash of fire in the street uh the disrupted traffic so that we couldn't come any other 
way we were determined the chairman mr curry and i were just determined that we were going to come we 
didn't want our civil rights violated either we're kentuckians we walked through you just walked through the 
demonstrators we came right on down by the time we got here frankly uh the demonstrators have been 
pretty well cleared out well what what what we didn't know that where where was it you were walking through 
the demonstrators at the hotel or here at the hotel in that area what were they saying to you no they said 
everything imaginable all sorts of uh calling us murderers and things like that which they've done before all 
sorts of four-letter words and uh all manner of filth anything that you could say they said those things about 
us uh we tried to take them as long as they take everything they said as long as they didn't harm us uh 
personally in fact we tried to stay out of their way did you respond to them in any way did you try to answer 
them not today i responded to one sunday night as perhaps you know when my wife and i were going 
through the line at the fountain fountain blue at that time we were surrounded and they uh were insulting us 
they pulled a button off my coat and uh one of them was obstructing me and pushing hit me on the air and i 
let him have it and i i landed a sunday punch he was falling 
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i landed a sunday punch he was falling when i saw him last you restrained yourself this afternoon i had to 
restrain myself i meant to restrain myself then but this is only so much a man can take and we kentuckians 
don't like for people to speak ill bad words to her wives thank you cool adam thank you sir congressman 
carter thank you this is tom pettitt in kentucky now to douglas kiker thank you tom i think a point should be 


made a lot of people had some difficulty getting to this hall tonight i've been walking around this floor talking 
with several of them but there is no sense of panic inside this hall uh there is there is there are no people 
walking around with wounds or with bloody bandages around their heads they're really no frantic people 
they're people who went through police lines but there are no people here who are really upset or frantic they 
had some fans and bad experiences that is true but i just simply think that uh that the point should be made 
that this is a national convention that is going about his business as usual these people are sitting down here 
they're uh they're they're taking their time about things they aren't talking about their experiences with any 
sense of of a panic of alarm uh yes they had trouble getting here but uh i'm not quite sure how to say this but 
i think it may from many of them have been a more traumatic experience than they have ever had before 
nevertheless they're here safely there is no sense of panic inside the hall there's no sense of being 
surrounded here these people are here to uh to hear president nixon to hear vice president agnew they are 
happy they are gossiping with each other they're talking they're laughing there's no sense of being isolated or 
surrounded no sense of being inside a wagon train with the indians circling around this is douglas kiker not a 
cassie mackerel are we talking to 
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not a cassie mackerel are we talking to leroy stocks who is an alternate from whiteville north carolina mr 
stocks has some very strong feelings about what happened here tonight on his way to the convention hall 
stocks well our group left the allison hotel in which we were staying to come to the convention about five 
o'clock and uh we got about three blocks down the street and uh the this was not all the delegation we were 
riding the city bus rather than riding the delegation bus and we had delegates from illinois georgia south 
carolina highway and all over and uh about the third block i would say the a car with a group of the hippies in 
it or a panel truck begin to get in front of us and stop and we couldn't go by and they'd stop and every time 
we tried to go anywhere and we couldn't get it bomb or anything but we progressed up i suppose it would be 
or down from 62nd to we were coming to 17th street and we finally managed to get to 22nd street at which 
time they succeeded by laying down in front of of the bus in mass and the bus driver wouldn't run over them 
and he wouldn't let us all and uh one of the blacks in the back kept saying that i'm going to beat the door 
down or i'm going out the window somehow are you going to let me out of here because he was trying to get 
to the demonstrators but the driver still wouldn't let us off and finally they succeeded in slashing our tires and 
letting the air air out of the other tires and also killing our motor and they had been working on this on the 
blocks all the way down how long did it take to get the haul uh over two hours and we made it we we made it 
but they shoved the uh one of the delegates from georgia and got cut on the arm another one was pushed 
over from the illinois delegation into and a whole gang was on him i mean they 
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and a whole gang was on him i mean they must have been 25 or more and he hadn't done anything to these 
people what i want the world to know through the media is that these people that is leading this movement 
are self-proclaimed communists and i don't see the national news media basically saying this repetitiously 
enough to where the people in the boondocks of america will know that they are self-proclaimed communists 
not that i said they were they say they are jane fonda jerry rubin and all and i want to register a strong 
complaint against the city of miami for allowing these people to come in especially when jerry rubin in his 
book deut says give me an inch and i will take a mile thank you very much mr scott and alternate from north 
carolina and now to tom pettitt i'm with senator dole here chairman of the republican national committee 
senator there's a lot of talk tonight among the delegates about the difficulties they had getting here through 
the demonstrators about the enormous amount of security that's around the hall does this bother you in 
terms of the image being presented to the country of this convention in this kind of armed fortress setting oh 
it does i think it's unfortunate uh i think it is necessary however uh i do believe that the demonstrators only 
hurt their own cause if they have a cause uh i think every delegate who's had difficulty getting in and out of 
the hall will go home with uh was more vigor and work harder for president nixon because of the protesters 
how much of this security were you in on in terms of knowing what it was going to be all these bus barricades 


all the police all the military units uh that must have been quite a coordinating problem i think it started 
several months ago in washington when mr kleindince the attorney general uh visited with myself and larry 
o'brien and senator scott and senator mansfield 
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and senator scott and senator mansfield and other congressional leaders to give us an outline of what would 
be done and then senator scott and jerry ford and carl albert mansfield appointed liaison security people and 
they've been keeping them informed and in turn the rnc people have been kept informed and that way i've 
kept informed now who's in charge you have the miami beach police under chief pomerance you have the 
secret service under a separate command you have military units and there's still another set of commands 
who ultimately decides about how this should be done here tonight well if we had a problem i guess i would 
decide in other words it would come up uh to the chairman to make a decision insofar as any difficulty that 
could uh endanger anyone inside the hall well now i know at the 68 convention there was a contingency plan 
that if there were a problem inside the hall while the president were here a helicopter would come down 
hover and lift him up is that same kind of contingency plan in effect here tonight i don't know the specific 
plans but i assume there are some contingency plans uh and i'm happy i don't know all the specifics of the 
contingency plans it's very evident that there's much tighter security for this convention than for the 
democratic convention well i think that's uh probably the case because in the other convention many of the 
protesters were for mcgovern there aren't any protesters outside for nixon that's the difference thank you 
very much senator thank you senator robert dole chairman of the republican national committee and now to 
cassie mackin talking to dr fay eagles who is also an alternate from north carolina and she's going to 
describe what happened on her way to convention hall tonight we were driving in a private car on collins 
avenue and not all of them were bad some of the demonstrators uh marred our windshield and then another 
demonstrator came along and wiped it off 
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and wiped it off but the thing that impressed me so much was that all of these youngsters were not 
demonstrating violently or in an ugly way because there were no traffic directors and at 23rd intersection 
there were quite a few uh offenders bumped and there were about four young men were out there directing 
the traffic thank you very much dr faye eagles an alternate from north carolina and now back to the booth 
thank you doctor thank you tom brokaw is stationed outside the convention hall watching the scene and has 
a report for us now tom i'm outside the convention hall near the southwest corner the southeast corner 
actually just a few hundred yards from the main entrance of the convention hall where moments ago 
policemen and highway patrolmen from the state of florida moved down and moved the protesters another 
two or three block convention hall laying down a substantial layer of gas as they went along some people 
here gasping of course eyes were stinging but no one seriously hurt but the protesters are now at least three 
or four blocks away from any part of the convention hall and as i look to the southeast again i see the front 
rank of the officers continuing to sweep down that street keeping the demonstrators on the floor so they have 
for several square blocks around the convention hall at this time there is not a demonstrator to be seen 
within four or five hundred yards right now this is tom brokaw outside the convention hall tom thank you there 
are three little verbal mementos that i think might be taken away from this scene in miami tonight one of them 
is from the miami beach miami beach i mean chief of police rocky pomerantz who says quote i cannot 
understand why all these people who are for peace in vietnam are not for peace in miami beach and there 
was another one a young man with a lot of hair who said these are good police and he said that 
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these are good police and he said that as he's being hauled away to jail and there was a young lady tom 
pettitt interviewed down here on the floor a minute ago whose delegation on the way to the convention hall 
was gassed tear gassed by somebody and he asked her what did you do and she said i just stood there and 
cried we'll be back in a moment after this message from gulf back in the hall now some of the preliminary 


business of this final session of the republican convention still going on uh they're talking about working 
youth at the moment uh they were talking yesterday about the youth vote the president talked a good bit 
about it and his unexpected appearance at a political rally last night there's been great attention to youth paid 
by the republicans at this convention and they're talking now about the role of working you in a few minutes 
we will begin the roll call for the nominations of the for the vice presidential nomination and while that is going 
on or when that's finished the vice president himself will arrive here in a helicopter i'm not sure quite when 
the president will come that'll be later they will not arrive at the same time the vice president does arrive he 
will be he will be led below the rostrum into his personal waiting room there it's done in scandinavian modern 
furniture uh with paintings on the walls quite an ornate small room down below the what we call the podium 
and the president himself has one in that same complex of small rooms below the podium is done in french 
provincial after that as we say we will get into the real business of the evening outside it seems to me that 
what we've seen in terms of the tactical plans of these demonstrators and you're looking at some of them 
now that they have had in their efforts to block access to the hall by the delegates and utter failure there is 
hardly an empty 
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utter failure there is hardly an empty seat in this hall and that's been true for the last half hour delegates and 
alternates and guests the place is full what they have had is a lot of publicity but it's very interesting to ask 
publicity for what we had a delegate an alternate from north south carolina north carolina here a few 
moments ago saying that the uh they were all self-avowed communists i think it's a little more complicated 
than that many of those people who are demonstrating think that the communist party is very old-fashioned 
and they've written and said a good bit about that precisely what the people's pot party the zeitgeist 
international party the yippies and other groups who have assembled here stand for is very hard to say and 
while they've already drawn up platforms have they well uh what they've had is they've had a lot of publicity 
but it doesn't seem to be for anything and some of them seem quite happily to be going to jail it may be that 
the record of their arrests is something that they wanted to go in the record books i'm really not sure i 
confess maybe i'm just getting too old to understand this but it doesn't seem to have made any sense to me 
and from their point of view what republican chairman dole said on the floor a few moments ago makes some 
sense he said that the delegates having gone through this will work all the harder for the reelection of 
president nixon this fall so we've had a kind of a curious and very contemporary experience here and people 
have been gassed and property has been hurt and some people a lot have been arrested at least temporarily 
and the police got their back up and quite understandably but you are attempted to ask for what and i have 
no real answer for that i don't know how to Say it in any case the convention is going on the delegates here 
uh the highest number of blue suits we've seen on a convention floor in either convention this year the 
democrats who were more colorfully dressed than the republicans uh did in fact turn out on the last 
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uh did in fact turn out on the last night of their convention when george mcgovern accepted the nomination at 
3 am looking at the text of president nixon's speech he made in this hall four years ago when he accepted 
his party's nomination and went on to win it takes you back when you read this speech one line in it it says 
and i say at that point general eisenhower was in walter reed hospital quite ill i remember president nixon 
saying let's win this one for ike that just seems years and years and years ago but the present is with us and 
so is tom pettitt on the floor john i'm up in the uh balcony with more of the nixon kids tonight our nightly visit 
to the cheering section you've heard of the activities outside and the comparisons that have been drawn 
between the protesters outside and the nixon kids inside now i'd just like to know what what you think about 
it and let's just make quick snappy comments uh well i don't really think they're going to get anything done 
with what they're doing i think we're going to get more done eventually than they ever will outside tearing 
things down yeah i don't think they prove anything i i think it's hurting mcgovern actually by um well they're 
no i know they're not but um a lot of them support mcgovern i think people are going to relate that too well i 
was very much involved with these people this afternoon a lot of us won a single bus in which these people 
came along and let the air out of the tires while we were and holding up traffic while we were waiting to get 


out and we had to limp along until we got an area where we're protected by the police and it affects me as 
being something sort of sad you know what i mean um i'm convinced that these people are not genuinely uh 
bad or anything like that but i think they're very misguided and i think something ought to be done what's 
your hometown uh i'm from millersville georgia millersville georgia that's correct all right 
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right i think the biggest difference between us and the demonstrators is that we are as they are are idealistic 
but the difference is that we are willing to work to make change rather than merely talk about it and chant 
about it and i think that we think we can make change by getting out and doing the dirty work that has to be 
done to bring about change rather than breaking windows and tearing down things what changes are you 
talking about well basically the changes i believe we are working for are the changes that nixon is working for 
in area foreign policy we want a generation of peace but we're not talking about the type of peace that 
mcgovern's talking about peace at any price let me ask you something have you talked to any of the uh so- 
called other kids outside well i they're friends of mine at home they feel oppositely you know um i mean 
about the kids here have you tried talking to any of them well yes as a matter of fact i hitched a ride with one 
of them the other day from our compound to one of to my hotel and he invited me over i didn't go because i 
didn't want to cause any kind of a confrontation um i think the president perhaps might have made something 
of of an argument that might have developed um so you didn't you didn't discuss your differences with i i 
understand what their differences are as a matter of fact only about a year ago i was on the other side but i 
was i've come to feel that president nixon has accomplished the things i want to accomplish in a manner that 
will keep our country intact all right we'll come back later on and talk to more of you thanks very much this is 
tom pettit up in the balcony with the nixon kids now to edwin newman i'm with clark mcgregor who's the 
chairman of the committee to re-elect president nixon mr mcgregor does what's happening here tonight may 
make it make your job easier the job of re-electing the president oh temporarily perhaps mr newman i i 
suspect though that in the long run what happens outside this hall tonight will be of little significance what 
happens inside will be a great deal of significance but what's happened outside is the the voice of blind 
protest i think they're referred to as crazies insofar as people identify protest with 
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insofar as people identify protest with george mcgovern they will rightly or wrongly i expect to associate 
some of the people outside with some of the people who are supporting georgian government but i don't 
think it'll be a major factor do you think the president will refer to any of us tonight i know you know 
something about his the speech he's been working on no not directly he you may have something to say 
about the constructive exercise of first amendment rights uh the right to petition government for a redress of 
grievances but that isn't what we've seen tonight we've seen a crazy wild protest that's senseless what sort 
of speech should we expect tonight mr mcgregor it's be it'll be an instant combination the president wants to 
uh deliver a speech that's inspiring in tone that will lift the american people to give them an insight of what we 
can be expecting in the next four years as we look forward to america's 200th birthday and also the president 
wants to leave no stone unturned and letting people know that he likes his job and he'd like his contract 
renewed so he'll be very much a candidate thank you very much mr mcgregor clark mcgregor chairman of 
the committee to re-elect president nixon now to tom douglas kiker i'm here with john ehrlichman who is one 
of uh president nixon's principal aides mr erlickman let me ask you this is this convention tonight going about 
the way you had anticipated do you have the appropriate number of protesters are they doing what you think 
that what you thought they were going to do well i don't know much about their plans uh actually i don't think 
the news of tonight and this convention is outside the hall i think it's inside the hall i think it's like these young 
kids we just heard these young voters i think it's like the young voters up here who are really turned on and i 
think that actually the big news about youth in this election is not going to be out in the streets but it's going 
to be in the in the precincts and it's going to be in the construction constructive kind of election activity that 
we're going to see from young people in this election on both sides i want to ask you one question which is 
sort of tough and that is going to be asked by a lot of people that is that the nixon administration had not only 
anticipated but had but had hoped for uh these protests in fact had 
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uh these protests in fact had anticipated them by asking that the laws be totally enforced that all the 
protesters be arrested that uh therefore to provoke a confrontation and to present to the american public a 
scene of a beleaguered party oh no i don't i don't this doesn't look like a beleaguered party to me no i don't 
think that ever happened doug uh as far as i know we had total confidence in the governor of this state and 
the mayor of this town and rocky pomerance the police chief and felt that they would use discretion and and 
keep order and i think whatever has happened outside has obviously not kept anybody out of this all i don't 
see an empty seat around here and it just seems to me that that's that's a very very minor part of what's 
really going on here tonight thank you very much talking to john earlier who says that everything is going 
exactly as planned this is douglas kiker now back to the booth still in all the federal government this year in 
security for both conventions spent around four million seven hundred thousand dollars split equally between 
the two conventions building up security forces here we have calculated that if there are in fact four thousand 
demonstrators in miami beach today that comes to six hundred dollars per demonstrator we'll be back 600 
each 600 each that's enough to buy each one of them a first-class airplane ticket to wherever he wants to go 
yes and a cushion to sit on we'll we're back in the hall and as john ehrlichman was saying a minute ago in his 
in talking with douglas kiker and in fact had already been said here whatever they may have had in mind 
about keeping delegates away from the hall was a failure because they're all here the place is filled and so 
now we're going on with the convention are going on to the convention in a minute or two we don't know 
exactly they'll start the roll call of the states that's right they're not quite at that point yet they're uh they're still 
doing some of the minor business that precedes this business tonight which won't take too long 
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long um now i'll just listen for a second because we may be at that point now but if so interrupt me all right 
we uh we're among changes the republicans have made here since the democrats left town about a month 
before was to rearrange the seats and just tonight they have installed a special air conditioner on the 
restroom with two blowers aimed squarely at the speaker's face some of the ladies who have been up 
speaking may have found it a little uncomfortable because it was blowing their hair around are they about to 
start the roll called states uh gerald ford of michigan the permanent chairman is just now beginning to talk 
about setting up the roll call for nominations for the vice presidency i would like to repeat a statement that is 
completely applicable that will give us the guidelines for the nomination of the vice president it is as follows 
the chair would like to remind all of the delegates of the procedures which we shall follow as we proceed to 
the nomination of our candidate for vice presidency of the united states the first step will be to call the role of 
the state to determine which states intend to place a name in nomination following the completion of this call 
the chair will recognize those states who indicate an indication or an intention i should say to place a name 
and nomination under rule 16 of the convention the total time for the nomination for the nominating speeches 
and 
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for the nominating speeches and seconding speeches for any candidate for vice presidency shall not exceed 
15 minutes when the names of the candidates have been placed in nomination the chair will ask the 
secretary to call the role of the states for the purpose of voting under rule 16 of the convention once the 
secretary has begun the call of the role it cannot be dispensed with for any reason whatsoever therefore all 
states will be called if any state desires to pass at this time it may of course do so that's the vice president's 
helicopter which is just landed to the rear of the convention hall here there's a large helicopter pad parking lot 
actually no delegation and while inside the hall they are reading the rules for his nomination here he is the 
door will open in a minute he'll come out and go inside that waiting room we were talking about earlier finally 
the chair wishes to delegate to be aware of rule 17. it's a way of coming in and avoiding all the jam and 
difficulties in the streets landing in the parking lot in a helicopter it always reminds me of a santa claus 


landing in a shopping center you mean are you referring specifically to the vice president or just the people 
general method of transportation well some people think of him as santa claus there goes the vice president 
now into 
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there goes the vice president now into the uh area underneath the rostrum here in the convention hall he is 
you say is danish modern right his is danish modern the president and clear the is we are now ready to begin 
the very important business of nominating the next vice president of the united states before i ask the 
secretary of the convention to call the role of the states the chair has one further announcement to make it 
has been customary in the past conventions to permit the chair to recognize non-delegates for the 
nominating and the second of speeches mrs agnew we did that last night at the time we nominated the next 
president of the united states the chairs asked at this point is there any objection to that procedure in the 
process of nominating the vice president of the united states [Music] the chair hears none it is so ordered at 
this point the chair recognizes the secretary of the convention mrs ann armstrong who will call the role of the 
state the states that desire to place a name and nomination will so indicate when the name of the state is 
called the secretary mrs armstrong will call the role of the states thank you mr chairman alabama [Music] 
alabama proudly passes to the free state 
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alabama proudly passes to the free state of maryland for the purpose of a nomination alabama yields to 
maryland alaska alaska passing alaska passes arizona arizona arizona passes arizona passes arkansas 
arkansas arkansas passes arkansas passes California california passes california passes colorado [Music] 
colorado colorado passes connecticut connecticut passes connecticut passes delaware delaware passes 
delaware passes district of columbia mr columbia passes district of columbia passes florida florida florida 
passes georgia madam chairman georgia was so busy unanimously endorsing fletcher thompson for senate i 
forgot to ask if anybody wanted to make a nomination for vice presidents of williams pass georgia pass guam 
passes guam passes hawaii hawaii passes hawaii passes idaho idaho fashion idaho passes illinois illinois 
illinois cast 58 votes for the vice president uh spiro agnew indiana passes iowa iowa passes iowa passes 
kansas kansas passes kansas passes kentucky kentucky pass kentucky passes louisiana 
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louisiana [Music] louisiana the state that is going to see send dave train our next republican congressman to 
congress passes louisiana passes maine maine passes main taxes maryland madam secretary the great 
free state of maryland the land of pleasant living [Music] the land of economy and continuous sunshine 
wishes to be recognized for the purpose of placing a nomination a name for the high office of vice president 
of the united states of america [Applause] maryland will be recognized upon the completion of the calling of 
the role massachusetts massachusetts passes massachusetts passes michigan michigan passing michigan 
passes minnesota minnesota passes minnesota passes mississippi mississippi mississippi passes 
mississippi passes missouri missouri passes missouri passes montana montana passes montana passes 
nebraska mrs armstrong nebraska passes nebraska passes nevada nevada passage nevada passage new 
hampshire new hampshire passes new hampshire passage new jersey new jersey passes new jersey 
passes new mexico new mexico passes new mexico passes new york new york passes new york passes 
north carolina north carolina passes north carolina passes north dakota now chairman mr chairman north 
dakota 
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now chairman mr chairman north dakota the peace garden state passes north dakota passes ohio ohio 
passing ohio passes oklahoma madam chairman oklahoma passes oklahoma panthers oregon and 
chairman the governor of oregon and 15 other delegates cast 16 votes for spiro t agnew we're a little in 
advance yet this is the role for placing a nomination we'll get to that in a minute [Music] pennsylvania 


pennsylvania passes passes puerto rico madame sherman puerto rico puerto rico passage rhode island 
madam secretary rhode island passing rhode island passes south carolina madam chairman south carolina 
south carolina passes south dakota south dakota passes south dakota passes tennessee tennessee passes 
tennessee passes texas texas passes texas passes utah utah utah passes utah vermont vermont passes 
virginia virginia passes virginia passes virgin islands virgin islands classes virgin island passage washington 
washington passes washington passes west virginia west virginia passes west virginia passage wisconsin 
wisconsin passes wisconsin passage wyoming wyoming passes wyoming passes mr chairman that 
completes the calling of the role of states 


00:58:24 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=J9FugxYor74&t=3504s 





[Music] i think they're calling the role asking each state if it has a nomination to make there will be only one 
so far as we know only one formally done anybody can be nominated from the floor a vice president agnew 
will be nominated put in nomination by this by secretary secretary of the interior rogers morton whose home 
state is maryland and medina [Music] all right uh i i don't think we need point out the fact that uh agnew was 
governor of maryland uh before he became vice president which is the reason that that state is involved in 
his nomination i think it's interesting that that a couple of the delegations went ahead and voted for him david 
before we're not voting now no they were down there talking to themselves and not listening uh talking 
among themselves and not unless that's really a business owner you can't hear anyway you know we keep 
saying that in the hall you can't hear very well what is said on the ruster now let's go back down there and 
see what's happening here's there's roger's cb morton down there on the secretary of the interior kentuckian 
who moved to maryland lives on the eastern shore one of the more attractive members of the cabinet well it 
is odd you should say that john i was about to point out that the interior department hired a consultant to 
figure out how 
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to figure out how to improve its image and and his report said morton was the most photographically 
attractive or photogenic member of the entire nixon administration and they stamped it they leaked out now 
every republicans to nominate a candidate for the vice president four years ago it was my privilege to 
nominate the man i speak for tonight the president has asked the convention to keep the winning team 
together and come november 7th the american people will keep the winning team together in 1968 i 
nominated a longtime friend my governor then the nation did not know him well now in 1972 i nominate again 
a friend now all of us know him well spiro agnew is a household word [Applause] his success is not in the 
publicity he has received his success is what he has told america and what he has done for america he has 
brought candor and clear thinking to the american political scene to his everlasting credit he has focused the 
news media on themselves 


01:02:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=J9FugxYor74&t=3721s 





focused the news media on themselves and to their great credit they have responded he has developed new 
and constructive relationships between the federal state county and city governments to his everlasting credit 
he has been a strong advocate of our great adventure into space as chairman of the president's space 
council he has personally carried the message of the president's new foreign policies around the world 
visiting 27 foreign countries to his everlasting credit he has been a powerful force in the president's program 
for new opportunities for the american indian but let's look beyond what ted agnew has done let's consider 
what he will do for the nation in the next four years as the president's strong right arm he will strengthen the 
basic institutions which govern this country he will help the president achieve a generation of peace with 
prosperity he will pursue with great drive the president's policies for bringing government closer to the people 
ted agnew has spoken to the heart of america from his heart he has stirred the conscience of america from 
his conscience a good man he is and he has acted for the good of america richard nixon needs him 
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we republicans need him the country needs him [Applause] mr chairman it is with high privilege that i 
nominate spiro t agnew for the vice president of the united states [Music] so [Music] there's a five-minute 
demonstration schedule [Music] one interesting thing in rogers morton's brief speech or nomination for the 
vice president he spoke of agnew in the news media that's been a controversial subject for some time and i 
am personally surprised that the audience didn't applaud partly and enthusiastically when that happened 
according to a poll taken by the miami herald 64 of the delegates think that the news media are doing a poor 
job in this country but it went virtually unremarked by that audience we'll be back with more of the republican 
convention after this word from gulf nbc news continues its coverage of the 1972 republican national 
convention brought to you by the gulf oil corporation the convention continues inside the hall 


01:06:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=J9FugxYor74&t=3961s 





the convention continues inside the hall while outside the police say that the frequency of demonstrating 
demonstrators incidents is gradually increasing let's go outside to ann medina [Music] i'm out here next to the 
convention hall although the smell of tear gas is still around most of the demonstrators are not traffic has 
begun moving again at the intersection of 17th and washington avenue the police are still standing by right 
across 17th street in case something should happen again about 10 minutes ago they were all clustered 
around taking a break drinking some coca-cola and just relaxing some also one of the gates has been open 
this is always an indication that things are beginning to relax some delegates have walked past there now 
know how to use the damp handkerchief that was across their faces and there are a few demonstrators and 
protesters i can see right now as a matter of fact walking down the police are still keeping an eye on them 
but everything is peaceful is quiet and a very different scene than it was about two hours ago and medina 
nbc news and that is senator margaret chase smith of maine who is going to deliver a seconding speech for 
the vice presidential nomination so hello americans 
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hello americans i'm pleased to second the nomination of spiro agnew for vice president i am because of his 
demonstrated ability candor and honest intellect remember four years ago when many asked spiro who now 
spiral agnew is a popular respected trusted household word for his clearly courageously and sensibly killing it 
like it is americans like leaders who tell it like it is and nobody but nobody tells it like sparrow agnew 
[Applause] and he tells it like it is now for if he thinks you blew it he says so now not three years from now 
he's a breath of fresh air in the otherwise political smog of doubletalk an articulous 
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of doubletalk an articulous incisive experienced no-nonsense activist leader still agnew [Music] is an asset to 
our nation and to our people to the americans who lost his directness and his honest expression he's 
america's overwhelming choice for vice president and i'm proud to second his nomination thank you very 
much senator smith and now it's a privilege of the chair to recognize for another seconding speech on behalf 
of spirit agnew for vice president the congressman from the state of new york an old and dear friend an 
awfully good football player when he was a couple of years younger congressman jack kemp jack [Music] mr 
chairman fellow americans and fellow republicans 1972 
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and fellow republicans 1972 is our year of opportunity we now represent the political hope of america and 
before us lies the opportunity to guide and shape the destiny of our country for years to come we can we 
must seize this moment and we will win we will succeed if we truly and effectively represent the men and 
women who have built this country with their hands their sweat their pride and their love they are the working 
men and women of america men and women of all ages races religions and ethnic backgrounds but most of 
all they are good and generous and decent people and i tell you tonight that in the last four years they have 
found a new and powerful voice in spiro t agnew [Applause] he has spoken out for those who ask nothing of 
government except freedom and protection both old and young like those thousands who are in this hall 


tonight who are not willing to sacrifice their individuality to a category or for a quota from some social 
engineer in washington he has spoken for those who ask not for a free ride for some but work for all he has 
spoken for those who love their god their family and their country and realize 
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realize that a decline in respect for these fundamental values marks the beginning of a nation's decline he 
has spoken for those who want the runaway growth and cost of government brought to an end he has 
spoken for those who want to send their children to the school nearest their home not because they're 
prejudiced or bigoted but because they believe that they're right to choose a home a church and a school 
should not be abridged [Applause] above all he has spoken out for those who want peace for their children 
and the generations to come but not peace at any price because these americans believe in negotiating not 
begging these americans are the people who helped to elect our president and our vice president in 1968. 
for the last four years they have always been in the front lines when our president and our vice president ask 
for support for their actions and words of courage and in 1972 these are the people who will help re-elect our 
president and vice president by an overwhelming margin and ladies and gentlemen it is for them that i am 
proud to second the nomination for vice president of the united states spiro t agnew thank you thank you 
very very much congressman jack kemp of the state of new york and now for the last seconding speech on 
behalf of spiritual 
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seconding speech on behalf of spiritual t agnew for vice president of the united states the chair recognizes 
the great governor of the state of illinois richard ogilvy [Music] this year having some little problems with it 
one reason being that he had the dubious pleasure of introducing residents of illinois thank you pleasures of 
the income tax [Music] mr chairman my fellow delegates and republican friends we're gathered here this 
evening to renew our commitment to responsible government for the past four years this nation has been 
governed with courage with vision and with responsibility richard nixon's historic initiatives for peace have 
brought new hope and confidence to people throughout the entire world his domestic policies have dedicated 
this nation to the renewal of our federal union the nixon presidency is restoring our faith in the fundamental 
the enduring institutions which once served this country so well and in his struggle to chart a tour course for 
america richard nixon has had at his shoulder at all times a vice president who has never wavered in his 
dedication in his courage 
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in his dedication in his courage and above all in his loyalty these are qualities of the vice president which are 
known to all of you in this great convention tonight i would like to add a special perspective a personal 
appreciation of the effectiveness of our great vice president among the other responsibilities that the 
president has assigned to our vice president is maintaining the liaison with the states so i have worked 
closely with him i have seen his quiet steady performance in this complex assignment and i would like to tell 
you the vice president has brought about a closer working relationship between the white house and the 
states than at any time in memory without without fanfare he has cut the red tape he has brought to the 
governors of the united states the answers he has triggered the results he has responded when we have 
presented the problems and the needs of the people in the states now we must continue this effective 
teamwork and therefore i am privileged to second the nomination of spiro tiago as vice president of the 
united states of america thank you [Applause] governor ogilvy of illinois was wearing as you saw if you have 
a color television set one of the orange blizzards the illinois delegation bought for themselves that's 66 each 
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for themselves that's 66 each in a minute they will begin the roll call on voting so far as we know now it'll be 
unanimous nearly so while they're choosing their nominee for vice president it is interesting to contemplate 
some of the remarks about the office of vice president made by some of the great political leaders in this 


country's history down to it including the president john adams the first vice president said quote my country 
has contrived for me the most insignificant office that imagination ever conceived benjamin franklin said the 
vice president should be called his superfluous excellency daniel webster turned it down and he said no 
thank you i do not propose to be buried until iam really dead and richard nixon before he became president 
said of the officer vice president quote a hollow shell the most ill-conceived poorly designed position in the 
american political team we're very likely to hear any of that here we'll be back in a moment after this 
message from god beginning now they're just beginning now the uh the roll call of the states the outcome of 
this of course is absolutely certain um it's interesting to think back again four years ago one of the 
secondaries for the vice president for mr agnew when he was running for office then was john lindsay of new 
york and then a republican now a democrat he was in this hall a month ago as a delegate to the democratic 
national convention had a little presidential run of his own it didn't work out terribly well outside as far as we 
can tell in the general vicinity of the hall things are fairly quiet the we have had more reports of the cs gas a 
crowd control gas that's been swirling 
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a crowd control gas that's been swirling through these streets used when necessary by the miami beach 
police and which you can see on your screen now the area around the hall has been cleared of 
demonstrators about 225 people who refused to disperse were arrested this evening that would bring the 
total of those arrested at this convention to something in the vicinity of just under two 450 people there is a 
free speech area which has been set up by the miami beach authorities uh on the east side of this hall 
actually two of those and in one of them tonight about 1500 people there it is on your screen [Music] about 
1500 people have been assembled during the evening all quiet in there non-violent demonstrators and 
they're moving away now this is a preliminary move i think to make it possible for the delegates in the hall to 
leave the hall when it's over there's more of the cs gas that you can see pink on your screen people have 
been using the old handkerchief wet handkerchief trick to get through it uh it has permeated the air around 
the hall the trailers in the back were able to smell that gas quite distinctly earlier this evening it's not very 
pleasant to be in the vicinity of that when it's shot off and but as you can see no real trouble out there and we 
hope we believe that most of these delegates when this is over in about an hour and a half or maybe longer 
than that we'll be able to make it back to their hotels without much difficulty joining miami beach tonight we 
have a magnificent giant full moon a temperature of 83 degrees and the soft tropic air with the odor of tear 
gas and again i think it is worth remembering that people in san diego california where this convention 
originally was scheduled to go might look at it tonight and contemplate 
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might look at it tonight and contemplate the fact that they could have had all this but they're having a week- 
long celebration because they didn't let's go down now and join the roll call pass 12 votes for vice president 
delaware 12 votes for vice president agnew district of columbia nine votes don't be nervous [Music] madam 
chairman the district of columbia the capital of the nation which has come to be the home of freedom and 
opportunity for people of all races creeds and national origin proudly cast nine votes for sphero t agnew 
[Applause] district of columbia nine votes for vice president agnew florida 40 votes madam chairman florida 
cast 40 votes for spiro agnew for the vice presidency in 1972 and under the new rules we promise at least 40 
for the presidency in 1976. florida 40 votes for vice president agnew georgia 24 votes madam chairman if 
george is sending fletcher thompson to the senate we want the best qualified man in america to head that 
body and that spiro agnew and he gets all our 24 votes georgia 24 votes for vice president agnew guam 
three votes madam chairman warm for america 
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warm for america he begins wishes it known again and i repeat that we are totally and unswervingly behind 
and supporting our president's national defense policies and guam which is it knows that we vote [Music] for 
vice president acknew guam three votes for vice president agnew hawaii 14 votes madam chairman the 


aloha state of hawaii is proud to cast all of its 14 votes for spiro tiangi hawaii 14 votes for vice president 
agnew idaho 14 votes madam secretary the gem state state of idaho which is indeed the gem state of the 
union cast 14 votes for the now vice president and the next vice president of the united states sparrow tiago 
idaho 14 votes for vice president agnew illinois 58 votes illinois proudly cast 58 votes for sparrow eggman for 
vice president [Applause] illinois 58 votes for vice president agnew may the secretary commend illinois for its 
brevity we love to hear about our great states but really we are running behind time we've had a great orderly 
well-run convention so may i ask you to cut down on the adjectives so we can get to the man we're going to 
have a great nominee and what's more when we get him we're going to keep him indiana 32 votes madam 
chairman 
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indiana 32 votes madam chairman i have to say it indiana the state which gave the nixon agnew ticket in its 
greatest plurality in 1968 proudly cast 32 votes for sparrow t agni indiana 32 votes for vice president agnew 
iowa 22 votes iowa iowa a place to grow and a state led by a great republican governor bob ray proudly 
casts all 22 votes for vice president agnew iowa 22 votes for vice president agnew kansas 20 votes random 
chairman kansas which will elect an all republican team next november cassettes 20 votes for spirituality 
kansas 20 votes for vice president agnew kentucky 24 votes madam chairman the commonwealth of 
kentucky cast 24 votes for sparrow tiago kentucky 24 votes for vice president agnew louisiana 20 votes 
madam secretary great state of louisiana where we still serve lettuce with our free old tomatoes [Music] is 
very proud to cast its entire 20 votes for vice president agnew louisiana 20 votes for vice president agnew 
maine eight votes main cast eight votes for sparrow agno maine eight votes for vice president agnew 
maryland 26 votes madam secretary the great free state of maryland enthusiastically passed its 26 votes for 
its native son 
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its 26 votes for its native son spiro t agnew maryland 26 votes for vice president agnew massachusetts 34 
votes massachusetts cash 34 votes yes massachusetts 34 votes for vice president agnew michigan 48 votes 
he has 563 and he needs 112 more and we predict we'll soon have them michigan michigan where the 
republican party is the party of all of the people has 48 votes for spiro agnew michigan 48 votes for vice 
president agnew minnesota 26 votes minnesota which pledges to peru of the republican party 19 year old 
larry taylor to cast the 30 votes of the state of missouri larry taylor madame chairman missouri which is now 
proudly a republican state casted 30 votes for the vice president of the united states spiro t-agnew [Music] 
please take your seat please to take your seat that is mrs continue with the call 
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he is now nominated 30 votes for vice president agnew montana 14 votes from the big sky country of 
montana no one's saying spiro who in 72 we cast our 14 votes once again for spiro diagno montana 14 votes 
for spiro for vice president agnew nebraska 16 votes madam secretary nebraska president nixon's number 
one state in his previous elections cast 16 enthusiastic votes for his number one helper vice president spiro t 
agnew [Applause] nebraska 16 votes for vice president agnew nevada 12 votes the great western state of 
nevada entertainment and recreational capital of the world cast its 12 votes for spiro agnew nevada 12 gold 
for vice president agnew new hampshire now that he is nominated he is uh vice president agnew is waiting in 
a room under the rostrum toward the rear for the ceremonies to be completed including the appointment of a 
committee to go down ceremoniously to the room and notify him he's down there looking at television to 
notify him that he has been nominated whereupon he will come out and accept make his acceptance speech 
we'll be back with all of that after this message from golf the roll call for the nomination of the vice president 
is continuing so far all votes were agnes let's uh 
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so far all votes were agnes let's uh rejoin the roll call t agnew ohio 56 votes for vice president agnew 
oklahoma 22 votes madam chairman the great sooner state of oklahoma the home of great men like will 
rogers bud wilkinson chuck fairbanks past 22 votes for that running back on our winning team spyro t agnew 
oklahoma 22 votes for vice president agnew oregon 18 votes madam chairman as we said earlier tonight the 
governor of oregon and 15 other oregon delegates cast 16 votes for spiro tiago there is one abstention and 
one vote for david brinkley this convention is going to pot the last one for david oregon we are trying to check 
on the name put in the nomination there to see if the man is anywhere in or near the hall one for david 
brinkley pennsylvania 60 votes madam chairman the great commonwealth of pennsylvania a state that's 
going to go all the way for the republican team in 1972 to elect its fiscal candidates for corporal and williams 
a state senate and a state house proudly 
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a state senate and a state house proudly cast its entire 60 votes for the vice president of the united states 
spiro chiago pennsylvania 60 votes for vice president agnew puerto rico five votes iam chairman with a 
warm we shall pass us up of the rays of our tropical sun puerto rico has its five votes for spiro tiago puerto 
rico five votes for vice president agnew rhode island eight votes madam secretary rhode island the smallest 
of them all this year will deliver to mr ragdoll is proud to cast its whole eight votes for the vice president rhode 
island eight votes for vice president agnew south carolina 22 votes madam secretary tonight the south 
carolina delegation realized what a wonderful system we have because on the way from our hotel to the 
convention our bus was mutilated by the mcgovern protesters outside but madam secretary the south 
carolina republicans will not be held back by the mcgovern protesters we fought our way literally fought our 
way six blocks to the convention hall and we gratefully cast our 22 votes the spiro [Applause] the role of 
agnew journey 
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[Music] [Applause] south carolina 22 votes for vice president agnew south dakota 14 votes madam chairman 
south dakota where we have the beautiful black pills and the shrine of democracy cast as 14 votes for spiro 
agnew south dakota 14 votes for vice president agnew tennessee 26 votes madam secretary i proudly defer 
to a great united states congressman lamar baker madam chairman the volunteer state of tennessee the 
nation's capital of energy home of the atomic energy commission at oak ridge proudly casted 26 votes for 
vice president spiro tiago tennessee 26 votes for vice president agnew texas 52 votes out of secretary the 
delegation from the sovereign state of texas proudly and enthusiastically cast its 52 votes for ted agnew 
texas 2052 votes for vice president agnew utah 14 votes the excited delegation of the magnificent and great 
state of utah proudly casts 14 votes for vice president utah 14 votes for vice president agnew vermont 12. 
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madam secretary vermont with supreme confidence and great pride casts the votes of its entire delegation 
12 in number for that courageous and forthright american spiro t agnew and we invite all members of the 
convention to vermont on may 1st for greenup day [Applause] vermont 12 votes for vice president agnew 
virginia 30 votes madam chairman the commonwealth of virginia the cradle of the republic salutes vice 
president spiro t agnew from our neighboring state of maryland and cast all 30 votes in his behalf [Music] 
virginia 30 votes for vice president agnew virgin islands three votes the virgin islands the second home of the 
vice president america's great playground is pleased to cast his three votes for our good friend spiro t agnew 
virgin islands three votes for vice president agnew washington 24 votes washington the evergreen states is 
going to pre-elect governor dan evans proudly cast his full 24 votes for spiro tiago for vice president 
washington 24 votes for vice president agnew west virginia 18 votes madam secretary almost kevin west 
virginia proudly cast all of its votes for the vice president of the united states spiro tiago west virginia 18 votes 
for vice president agnew wisconsin 28 votes wonderful wisconsin is proud to cast 
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wonderful wisconsin is proud to cast its 28 votes for the man who tells it like it is vice president sphero t 
agnew [Music] wisconsin 28 votes for vice president agnew wyoming 12 votes madam german wyoming 
proudly casts all of its 12 votes for a courageous american a great vice president ted again mr chairman this 
completes the calling of the role [Music] the vote of all the delegates has been recorded by the tally kirk the 
results are as follows one thousand three hundred and forty eight for sparrow t agnew two not voting and one 
for david brinkley gladly be too extensive david brinkley is the most seriously defeated candidate in 1972 or 
any other or any other year we'll be we'll be back with more after uh this word from golf most seriously 
defeated nbc news continues its coverage of the 1972 republican national convention 
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1972 republican national convention brought to you by the gulf oil corporation nice old-fashioned 
demonstration going on down on the floor for sparrow t agnew just nominated by his party again to run for 
the vice presidency somewhere in there is douglas piper i am right here john at the box where mrs agnew 
and her family are standing mrs zack you it must be uh it must gladden your heart to see these people 
standing around cheering your husband it certainly does it's the real thrill let me ask you this uh of course 
president nixon said a long time ago why break up a winning team but was there ever any doubt in your mind 
that he would not pick uh mr agnew again that he would go to someone else well we always felt the 
president's gonna fix the best running mate and evidently he decided to stay with my husband and thought 
he was the best candidate how do you feel right now i'm very very happy well are you ready for four more 
years of it i suppose i've enjoyed the last four i'm certainly going to enjoy the next floor there's not a 
speculation that uh this may be the launching pad for a presidential bid by your husband what do you think 
about that but we'll just have to wait to see after this election what is going to happen then you think that 
there's a possibility that he will run in i didn't know that he was going to run for governor so you never know 
we talked these things over but not right now we will later could you just briefly tell us about your family down 
here their assorted agnew daughters sons and son-in-laws uh next to me is our daughter pam and her 
husband bobby haven next to susan then randy kim and then susan's young man that she's engaged to carol 
stein in back of uh carol is my husband's personal secretary mariano warner and mr hammerman then 
randy's friend mimi roeder and then ethel annas and her husband earl arnett mr dunder and i think you 
recognize the gentleman behind me frank sinatra family friends relatives 
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frank sinatra family friends relatives and celebrities and i know you're having a good time let's go back and 
watch some more of the demonstration on behalf of your husband thank you very much douglas kiker now 
back to the demonstration will the isles be clear we have some very very important business with some very 
special guests and the sooner we get down to business after this wonderful demonstration the quicker we 
can come to these vital parts of our program tonight at this time the chair will announce the vice president's 
escorts the vice president's escorts will be dr eris allen chairman of the maryland delegation mrs quinn 
anderson national committee woman from the state of washington dr william banowski delegate from 
california and president of pepperdine college in los angeles dr ralph caso county executive from nassau 
county new york mr peter domici u.s senatorial candidate from the state of new mexico governor robert ray 
chairman of the iowa delegation mrs eleanor ring national committee woman for the state of california 
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for the state of california mr clark reed southern regional chairman and chairman of the mississippi 
delegation [Music] hmm delegates and alternates the president has done as all of us do a superb job but his 
accomplishments also reflect the achievements the skill the dedication of those that he has appointed to high 
office and at this point i would like to introduce the president's cabinet who are here tonight we can all be 
proud of the work they have done as officials of the nixon administration they have helped shape the new 


politics and they have helped to improve this country and the world at large will you please withhold applause 
until the total cabinet has been introduced i repeat will you please hold applause until the total cabinet has 
been introduced first the secretary of health education and welfare and mrs elliot richardson 
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well it's my understanding that they are in their respective boxes so will secretary and mrs richardson please 
stand i the secretary of housing and urban development and mrs george romney the secretary of 
transportation and mrs john volpe [Music] counselor to the president and mrs robert finch [Applause] 
counselor to the president and mrs donald rumsfeld [Applause] ambassador george bush permanent 
representative of the united states to the united nations [Applause] director of the office of management and 
budget and mrs casper weinberger the secretary of state and mrs william roger 
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the secretary of the treasury and mrs george schultz the secretary of the interior and mrs roger cb morton the 
attorney general and mrs richard kleinding the secretary of agriculture and mrs earl [Music] butts the 
secretary of commerce and mrs peter peterson the secretary of labor and mrs james thompson [Applause] 
let's give them all a very great hand let me reiterate to each of those who have been introduced who carry on 
the hard difficult chores 
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who carry on the hard difficult chores in execution of the president's outstanding policies both at home and 
abroad we are deeply grateful for your devoted and effective service [Applause] members of this great 
convention delegates alternates and guests i have a very great privilege tonight to introduce the man who 
will introduce the vice president of the united states i'm introducing to all of you the second ranking 
republican leader in the united states senate who is a young man who brings great vision great vigor and 
great experience to the conduct of national affairs furthermore he is my very very close personal friend and 
colleague from the great state of michigan senator bob griffin [Music] so senator griffin of michigan he will 
introduce vice president agnew for his acceptance speech [Music] 


01:56:04 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=J9FugxYor74&t=6964s 





delegates and alternates fellow americans it was bob griffin who wrote the working man's bill of rights the 
lander of griffenville he co-authored the national student loan program and when the going was rough and i 
mean robert he stood toe-to-toe as a freshman senator against lyndon johnson to defeat the nomination of 
mr fortis as chief justice of the united states supreme court [Applause] and i might say parenthetically that 
was the beginning of a new direction for the united states supreme court today bob griffin is leading another 
battle in the united states senate to stop forced busing [Applause] on the other hand he is fighting just as 
hard for quality education and for equality in educational opportunities available to all children i can assure 
everybody in this great convention hall and all others who might be listening or watching because of my long 
association my very close personal relationship that bob griffin is a fighter and he's a statesman in the great 
tradition of michigan's 


01:58:02 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=J9FugxYor74&t=7082s 





in the great tradition of michigan's great arthur vandenberg ladies and gentlemen i give to you the senate's 
republican republican whip the united states senator bob griffin of michigan [Music] so [Music] thank you very 
very much thank you chairman jerry my fellow americans the magic hour the climax of this great convention 
is close at hand and now you are about to hear from the man who somehow survived that determined 
challenge from david brinkley and i have the happy assignment to present the man you have just 


renominated to continue serving as the president of the united states senate in 1968 president nixon said he 
would bring us together at this great convention we have seen plenty of dramatic evidence that he is doing 
just that 
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in politics as well as in sports the name of the game is a winning team we have a winning team and 
furthermore it's an all-american team with the enthusiastic participation and support of people in all walks of 
life and in all parts of this great nation yes this is the year of the young voters and we've seen we've seen 
their enthusiasm throughout this convention well perhaps perhaps they are political rookies but they're on the 
first team [Applause] and so are the women and the blacks and the blue-collar workers and the farmers and 
the senior citizens and we have players from every minority an ethnic group and we have a great many 
democrats who put their country ahead of their party as republicans we begin building this winning team right 
here in this convention hall four years ago it was then that our nominee for president reached out to 
designate the son of an 
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reached out to designate the son of an immigrant to be his running mate it was then that richard nixon 
passed with flying colors the very first test of leadership that confronts a nominee for president of the united 
states he chose the right man to be vice [Music] president with conviction and courage vice president agnew 
has stood up for truth and common sense a few of his golf shots have gone astray but the rest of his shots 
have been right on target america has grown fond of quoting spiro agnew but more important he has been 
quoting america [Applause] he listens and he hears the people he understands their demands for fairness 
and decency towering above his critics he has earned the respect and admiration of the american people he 
has earned the confidence of the president of the united states he has earned this renomination by our party 
ladies and gentlemen i proudly present to this great convention the vice president of the united states 
honorable sparrow sea agnes 
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[Music] so [Music] so [Music] so [Music] 
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[Music] so [Music] so [Music] the air conditioning has brought it in from the outside and a few minutes ago it 
got to be so strong they had to turn off the air conditioning for a few minutes and began to get warm in the 
hall [Music] some canisters were exploded fairly near the auditorium convention and the air conditioning 
system is pumping it inside [Music] the fragrance of it as right as the word is still here and still fairly strong 
[Music] so [Music] 
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so [Applause] [Music] so [Music] there's a outside the hall in the parking lot the president's helicopter we 
wanted to tell you earlier why there 
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we wanted to tell you earlier why there was a sort of stage weight here in the hall but they asked us not to 
say the name for security reasons until his helicopter was on the ground [Music] i didn't want him to arrive in 
the middle of the agnes speech to take the attention away from it so they waited he has flown here from key 
biscayne is [Music] florida [Music] [Applause] members of their family [Music] he has spent the last several 
days we're total of 12 yellow legal pads legal sized pads writing the speech he will make here tonight now 


he's inside the hall we'll go into the little room we've mentioned wait till the vice president finishes then come 
in and make his accepted speech and for the republicans in 1972 that'll be it the orchestra on cues you hear 
is bringing it to an end 
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will the convention please come to order will the delegates the alternates and our very special guests please 
come to order so that we might have the honor and the privilege of hearing the vice president of the united 
states [Applause] mr chairman members of the convention and my fellow americans four years ago in this 
hall i stood before the national convention of our great party and accepted nomination for the high office of 
vice president of the united states i accepted an honor and a challenge tonight i stand before you my fellow 
americans to accept again that nomination and again i accept an honor and a challenge with pride and with 
gratitude but more than an honor and a challenge i accept an opportunity to continue to discharge a known 
responsibility for i have lived in the crucible that is the vice presidency for nearly four years and i have come 
to believe that notwithstanding its simple constitutional definition the office has two primarily important 
functions 
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functions to serve the president and to learn from the president surely much of the controversy about the vice 
presidency could be quieted if we would accept the fact that the vice president is the president's man and not 
a competing political entity he accepts the investiture of presidential trust runs on the same platform and 
must be a man upon whom the president can depend for total loyalty and support he is part of the president's 
team contributing candidly his best advice in the formulation of policies and once these policies are 
formulated helping to translate them into achievements that is the way i view the office and i believe that is 
the true spirit and meaning of the 12th amendment which for 168 years has required that the president and 
the vice president run together and be elected as a team [Applause] yet vice presidents have sometimes 
succumbed to outside pressures and forgotten the principal responsibilities of the office and little wonder no 
office has been concurrently so ridiculed and dignified so disdained and coveted so examined and ignored 
the president lives in the spotlight but a vice president lives in the flickering strobe lights that alternately 
illuminate or shadow 
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that alternately illuminate or shadow his unwritten responsibilities it is sometimes uncomfortable it is 
sometimes ego diminishing but it is also quietly rewarding this office of the vice presidency particularly 
rewarding if you serve with a great president as has been my good fortune and i want to assure you the 
members of this convention that i will do everything in my power to help re-elect this great president after his 
re-election to assist him in every way i can in the difficult task that lies ahead that task as we all agree is to 
make this nation the best possible home for all americans [Music] it is to provide a quality education for all 
americans it is to eradicate disease and eliminate poverty and reduce environmental pollution for all 
americans it is to seek justice under the law for all americans our mission is to create a climate in which all 
americans can live their lives in dignity and security in peace and honor all americans ladies and gentlemen 
not just certain americans not just special americans for this administration there is only one america it is an 
america whose citizens hold a common belief in the principles of equal treatment and fair play for all human 
beings 
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beings and those principles are ill-served by those who would divide this nation into partisan blocks partisan 
blocks each one fighting only for its own self-centered and limited ends no that is not the way we must work 
instead for justice for all for a good education for all for a decent standard of living for all regardless of race or 
religion or sex or ethnic background or year of birth we must work and we must work hard for the continued 
progress of one america in his years in the white house the president has done that he has worked diligently 


and fruitfully to make this good country an even better country for all its citizens it was to serve one america 
that richard nixon took an oath of office and it is one america that richard nixon has served and i want to 
remind you that there was nothing parochial or factional about the problems that he inherited wasn't only the 
young or the black or the rich or the poor who were being victimized by criminals or breathing foul air or 
worrying about the war or suffering the frustrating erosion of inflation it was everyone it was all of us and it 
was the condition of one america that the president set out to improve planning carefully for he is a man of 
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planning carefully for he is a man of demonstrated prudence he formulated his programs established the 
necessary agencies and appointed the right men and women to operate then acting decisively for he is a 
man of recognized courage and determination he sought to it that his programs were carried out he began to 
extricate us from the tragedy of vietnam he thought out the cold war with his historic journeys to be king and 
moscow he stopped the slide toward ecological disaster with sweeping reforms that have already begun to 
clean up the air on the water he cut the rate of inflation in half for the first time in eight years substantially 
boosting the purchasing power of the average worker's paycheck and he reduced the growth rate of serious 
crime to the lowest level in 11 years in finding solutions for some of the nation's most stubborn and 
frustrating problems the president acted not on behalf of any one group or faction he acted for the nation as 
a whole for one america and the nation as a whole has benefited at this time when some people seem 
determined to fasten group labels on people and in the process to turn american against american it would 
be well to remember that this kind of behavior is not progressive but regressive it is not reform but recidivism 
and if it succeeds we will most certainly push america backward 
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backward back into the failures of a bygone era of narrow-minded prejudices and internecine conflicts an era 
in which people were judged not by their ability and their energy but by their skin pigmentation their ancestry 
and the church or synagogue they attended yet in the name of reform the practice of pitting the most 
publicized minorities against the least publicized minorities continues in truth each of us belongs to some 
minority group that has special interests we're a nation of many religions a people descended from many 
heritages we're a nation of businessmen and laborers of thinkers and doers of disabled and hearty of 
scientists and mystics these differentiations should be important to us but never so important that they 
overshadow our common identity we are americans and that which unites us is infinitely stronger than our 
individual differences a quota system regardless of its about intent has no place in a free society and i'm 
happy to see that the republican party has repudiated in the months ahead our party must encourage 
americans of all relations of all races of all religions of all age groups to take part in the political process but 
we must do so by appealing to them 
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but we must do so by appealing to them as americans as human beings as persons concerned about the 
future of their country and the future of the world it has become a cliche of politics to say that america stands 
at a crossroads in its history but that is a more valid observation today than it has been for many years 
certainly the central issue of this campaign is one of national direction there are hard questions to be decided 
by the american people for example should we continue to be a world power and exercise the international 
responsibility that we assumed at the end of world war ii or do we ignore the lessons of history retreat into 
isolationism abandon our allies and concentrate wholly on our internal affairs at the great expense of our 
national security should we continue to seek world peace by negotiating mutual arms limitations agreements 
with other major powers as president nixon is now doing or should we disarm unilaterally and forfeit all 
chants of more extensive future accords in domestic affairs do we continue to decentralize the massive 
federal bureaucracy in washington and return some power and responsibility to state and local governments 


the government's closest to the people or do we go back to the discredited paternalism of the 60s adding 
more and more washington directed social programs costing more and more tax dollars do we utilize the 
force of our free enterprise system to strengthen our economy and 


02:26:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=J9FugxYor74&t=8760s 





system to strengthen our economy and provide jobs for all americans as the president has done or do we 
make the government a preferred employer do we continue trying to upgrade education for all school 
children in america black and white brown and yellow by improving their neighborhood schools as the 
president advocates or do we seek an arbitrary racial balance in each school by fussing children back and 
forth over long distances as endorsed by his opponent do we continue to encourage technological 
breakthroughs and apply them to our pressing domestic problems as the president proposes or do we take 
the short-sighted view that we've already achieved enough progress in our lifetime and resort to the 
stagnation of a zero-growth philosophy and in the much debated matter of vietnam do we continue to insist 
on internationally accepted standards regarding our prisoners and the right of the south vietnamese to 
determine their own future they write incidentally for which 55 000 americans have given their lives or do we 
follow senator proposals for abandoning the south vietnamese to the invaders from hanoi and for trusting or 
begging the north vietnamese to return our prisoners of war ladies and gentlemen the basic issue 
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ladies and gentlemen the basic issue in 1972 comes down to this do we turn our country over to the 
piecemeal inconsistent and illusory policies of george mcgovern or do we entrust the future of this nation to 
the sound tested leadership of richard nixon [Applause] so i can see what the answer to that is you've made 
me quite aware of the answer to that question and in november it will be answered resoundingly with the re- 
election of the [Applause] president in the past three and a half years i've come to know firsthand the quality 
of the leadership offered by president nixon as a member of the national security council i've seen him face 
up to critical pressures with coolness and with steadfast strength i've seen his compassion in dealing with the 
afflicted 
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the afflicted and with the helpless and i've been witness to the knowledge and understanding and 
painstaking preparation he brings to each of the problems he faces in my travels around the world i found 
that leaders everywhere recognize and richard nixon the preeminent national and international statesman in 
the world today [Music] but of all the virtues he has brought to the presidency none has impressed me more 
than his determination to regard the people of our nation as americans and not as members of disjointed 
splitter groups [Applause] he understands that we as a people are proud of our individuality and our diversity 
but he knows equally well that our greatest strength is in unity his attitude is in the finest traditions of the 
presidents who built this country and fought to preserve this country to all great presidents this has been 
always one america and with the re-election of richard nixon one america is what our country will remain 
ladies and gentlemen i am proud to present to you 
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i am proud to present to you the nominee of this convention for president of the united states the president of 
the united states [Music] [Applause] [Music] there [Music] so [Music] so [Music] 
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[Music] [Applause] so [Music] so [Music] so [Music] so [Music] now 
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[Music] again [Applause] please uh the president of the united states mr chairman delegates to this 
convention 
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mr chairman delegates to this convention my fellow americans four years ago standing in this very place i 
proudly accepted your nomination for president of the united states and with your help and with the votes of 
millions of americans we won a great victory in 1968. [Applause] tonight i again proudly accept your 
nomination for president of the united states [Applause] and let us pledge ourselves to win an even greater 
victory this november in 1972 [Applause] i congratulate chairman ford i congratulate chairman dole ann 
armstrong the hundreds of others who have laid the foundation for that victory by their work at this great 
convention our platform is a dynamic program for progress for america and for peace in the world [Applause] 
and speaking in a very personal sense i express my deep gratitude to this convention for the tribute that you 
have paid to the best campaigner in the nixon family my wife pat [Applause] 
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[Applause] in honoring her you have honored millions of women in america who have contributed in the past 
and will contribute in the future so very much to better government in this country and again as i did last night 
when i was not at the convention i expressed the appreciation of all of the delegates and of all america for 
letting us see young america at its best at our convention [Applause] so [Applause] [Music] as i express my 
appreciation to you [Music] i want to say that you have inspired us with your enthusiasm with your 
intelligence with your dedication at this convention you have made us realize that this is a year when we can 
prove the experts predictions wrong because we can set as our goal winning a majority of the new voters for 
our ticket this november and i pledge to you i pledge to you all 
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and i pledge to you i pledge to you all of the new voters in america who are listening on television and 
listening here in this convention hall that i will do everything that i can over these next four years to make 
your support be one that you can be proud of because as i said to you last night i feel it very deeply in my 
heart years from now i want you to be look back and be able to say that your first vote was one of the best 
votes you ever cast in your life [Applause] mr chairman [Applause] i congratulate the delegates to this 
convention for renominating as my running mate the man who has just so eloquently and graciously 
introduced me vice president ted agnew i thought he was the best man for the job four years ago i think he is 
the best man for the job today and i'm not going to change my mind tomorrow [Applause] 
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and finally as the vice president has indicated you have demonstrated to the nation that we can have an 
open convention without dividing americans into quotas let us commit ourselves to root out every vestige of 
discrimination in this country of ours but my fellow americans the way to end discrimination against some is 
not to begin discrimination against others dividing americans into quotas is totally alien to the american 
traditions americans don't want to be part of a quota they want to be part of america [Applause] and this 
nation proudly calls itself the united states of america let's reject any philosophy that would make us the 
divided people of america in that spirit i address you tonight my fellow americans not as a partisan of party 
which would divide us but as a partisan of principles which can unite us six weeks ago our opponents at their 
convention rejected many of the great principles of the democratic party to those millions who have been 
driven out of their home in the democratic party we say come home we say come home not to another party 
but we say come home to the great principles we americans believe in together 
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and i ask you my fellow americans tonight to join us not in a coalition held together only by a desire to gain 
power [Music] i ask you to join us as members of a new american majority bound together by our common 
ideals [Music] i ask everyone listening to me tonight democrats republicans independents to join our new 
majority not on the basis of the party label you wear in your lapel but on the basis of what you believe in your 
hearts and in asking for your support i shall not dwell on the record of our administration which has been 
praised perhaps too generously by others at this convention we have made great progress in these past four 
years it can truly be said that we have changed america and that america has changed the world as a result 
of what we have done america today is a better place and the world is a safer place to live in than was the 
case four years ago we can be proud of that record but we shall never be satisfied a record is not something 
to stand on it's something to build on and tonight i do not ask you to join our new majority because of what 
we have done in the past i ask your support of the principles i 
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i ask your support of the principles i believe should determine america's future the choice the choice in this 
election is not between radical change and no change the choice in this election is between change that 
works and change that won't [Applause] work [Applause] i begin with an article of faith it has become 
fashionable in recent years to point out what is wrong with what is called the american system the critics 
contend it is so unfair so corrupt so unjust that we should tear it down and substitute something else in its 
place i totally disagree i believe in the american system [Applause] i have traveled to 80 countries in the past 
25 years and i've seen communist systems i've seen socialist systems i have seen systems that are half 
socialist and half free every time i come home to america i realize how fortunate we are to live in this great 
and good country [Applause] every time i am reminded that we have 
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every time i am reminded that we have more freedom more opportunity more prosperity than any people in 
the world that we have the highest rate of growth of any industrial nation that americans have more jobs at 
higher wages than in any country in the world that our rate of inflation is less than that of any industrial nation 
that the incomparable productivity of america's farmers has made it possible for us to launch a winning war 
against hunger in the united states and that the productivity of our farmers also makes us the bed fed best 
fed people in the world with the lowest percentage of the family budget going to food of any country in the 
world [Music] [Applause] we can be very grateful in this country that the people on welfare in america would 
be rich in most of the nations of the world today now my fellow americans in pointing up those things we do 
not overlook the fact that our system has its problems our administration as you know has provided the 
biggest tax cut in history but taxes are still too high that is why one of the goals of our next administration is 
to reduce the property tax which is such an unfair and heavy burden on the poor the elderly the wage earner 
the farmer and those on fixed income [Applause] as all of you know we have cut inflation in half in this 
administration but we've got to cut it further we must cut it further so that we can continue to expand on the 
greatest accomplishment of our new economic policy for the first time in five years wage increases in 
america are not being eaten up by price increases 
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eaten up by price increases [Applause] and as a result of the millions of new jobs created by our new 
economic policies unemployment today in america is less than the peacetime average of the 60s but we 
must continue the unparalleled increase in new jobs so that we can achieve the great goal of our new 
prosperity a job for every american who wants to work without war and without inflation the way to reach this 
goal is to stay on the new road we have charted to move america forward and not to take a sharp detour to 
the left which would lead to a dead end for the hopes of the american people [Applause] and this points up 
one of the clearest choices in this campaign our opponents believe in a different philosophy theirs is the 
politics of paternalism where master planners in washington make decisions for people ours is the politics of 
people where people make decisions for themselves [Applause] the proposal that they have made to pay a 


thousand dollars to every person in america insults the intelligence of the american voters [Applause] 
because you know that every politician's promise has a price the taxpayer pays the bill the american people 
are not going to be 
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the american people are not going to be taken in by any scheme where government gives money with one 
hand and then takes it away with the other [Applause] and their platform promises everything to everybody 
but at an increased net in the budget of 144 billion dollars but listen to what it means to you the taxpayers of 
the country that would mean an increase of 50 percent in what the taxpayers of america pay i oppose any 
new spending programs which will increase the tax burden on the already overburdened american taxpayers 
and they have proposed legislation which would add 82 million people to the welfare roles i say that instead 
of providing incentives for millions of more americans to go on welfare we need a program which will provide 
incentives for people to get off of welfare and to get to work we believe that it is wrong for anyone to receive 
more on welfare than for someone who works let us be generous to those who can't work without increasing 
the tax burden of those who do work and while we're talking about welfare let us quit treating our senior 
citizens in this country like welfare recipients they have worked hard all their lives to build america and as the 
builders of america they haven't asked for a handout what they ask for is what they have earned and that is 
retirement and dignity and 
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and that is retirement and dignity and self-respect let's give that to our senior citizens and now when you add 
up the cost of all of the programs our opponents are proposed you reach only one conclusion they would 
destroy the system which has made america number one in the world economically listen to these facts 
americans today pay one-third of all of their income in taxes if their programs were adopted americans would 
pay over one half of what they earn in taxes this means that if their programs are adopted american wage 
earners would be working more for the government than they would for themselves and once we cross this 
line we cannot turn back because the incentive which makes the american economic system the most 
productive in the world would be destroyed theirs is not a new approach it has been tried before in countries 
abroad and i can tell you that those who have tried it have lived to regret it we cannot and we will not let them 
do this to america let us always be true to the principle that has made america the world's most prosperous 
nation that here in america a person should get what he works for and work for what he gets let me illustrate 
the difference in our philosophies because of our free economic system what we have done is to build a 
great building 
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building of economic wealth and might in america it is by far the tallest building in the world and we are still 
adding to it now because some of the windows are broken they say tear it down and start again we say 
replace the windows and keep building that's the difference [Applause] let me turn now to a second area 
where my beliefs are totally different from those of our opponents four years ago crime was rising all over 
america at an unprecedented rate even our nation's capital was called the crime capital of the world i 
pledged to stop the rising crime in order to keep that pledge i promised in the election campaign that i would 
appoint judges to the federal courts and particularly to the supreme court who would recognize that the first 
civil right of every american is to be free from domestic violence [Applause] i have kept that promise i am 
proud of the appointments i have made to the courts and particularly proud of those i made to the supreme 
court of the united states and i pledge again tonight as i did four years ago that whenever i have the 
opportunity to make more appointments to the courts i shall continue to appoint judges who share my 
philosophy that we must strengthen the peace forces as against the criminal forces in the united states 
[Applause] we have launched an all-out offensive against crime against narcotics against permissiveness in 
our country and i want the peace officers across 
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and i want the peace officers across america to know that they have the total backing of their president in 
their fight against crime my fellow americans as we move toward peace abroad i ask you to support our 
programs which will keep the peace at home [Applause] and now i turn to an issue of overriding importance 
not only to this election but for generations to come the progress we have made in building a new structure 
of peace in the world peace is too important for partisanship there have been five presidents in my political 
lifetime franklin d roosevelt harry ttuman dwight eisenhower john f kennedy and lyndon johnson they had 
differences on some issues but they were united in their belief they were the security of america or the peace 
of the world is involved we are not republicans we are not democrats we are americans first last and always 
[Applause] these five presidents were united in their total opposition to isolation for america and in their belief 
that the interest of the united states in the interests of world peace required that america be strong enough 
and intelligent enough to assume the responsibilities of leadership in the world they were united in the 
conviction that the united states should have a defense second to none in the world they were all men who 
hated war and were dedicated to peace but not one of these five men and no president in our history believe 
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and no president in our history believe that america should ask an enemy for peace on terms that would 
betray our allies and destroy respect for the united states all over the world and as your president i pledge 
that i shall always uphold that proud bipartisan tradition standing in this convention hall four years ago i 
pledge to seek an honorable end of the war in vietnam we have made great progress toward that end we 
have brought over half a million men home and more will be coming home we have ended america's ground 
combat role no draftees are being sent to vietnam we have reduced our casualties by 98 percent we've gone 
the extra mile in fact we've gone tens of thousands of miles trying to seek a negotiated settlement of the war 
we have offered a ceasefire a total withdrawal of all american forces an exchange of all prisoners of war 
internationally supervised free elections with the communists participating in the elections and in the 
supervisions there are three things however that we have not and that we will not offer we will never 
abandon our prisoners of war [Applause] 
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and second we will not join our enemies in imposing a communist government on our allies the 17 million 
people of south vietnam [Applause] and we will never stain the honor of the united states of america 
[Applause] now i realize that many particularly in this political year wonder why we insist on an honorable 
peace in vietnam from a political standpoint they suggest and since i was not in office when over a half a 
million american men were sent there that i should end the war by agreeing to impose a communist 
government on the people of south vietnam and just blame the whole catastrophe on my predecessors this 
might be good politics but it would be disastrous as the cause of peace in the world if at this time we betray 
our allies it will discourage our friends abroad and it will encourage our enemies to engage in aggression in 
areas like the mideast which are danger areas small nations who rely on the friendship and support of the 
united states would be in deadly jeopardy to our friends and allies in europe asia the mideast and latin 
america i say the united states will continue its great bipartisan tradition to stand by our friends and never to 
desert them now in discussing vietnam i have noted that in this election year there's been a great deal of talk 
about providing amnesty for those few hundred americans who chose to desert their 
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americans who chose to desert their country rather than to serve it in vietnam i think it's time that we put the 
emphasis where it belongs the real heroes are two and a half million young americans who chose to serve 
their country rather than deserted [Applause] and i say to you tonight in these times when there is so much of 
a tendency to run down those who have served america in the past and who serve it today let's give those 
who serve in our armed forces forces than those who have served in vietnam the honor and the respect that 
they deserve and that they've earned [Applause] and finally in this connection let one thing be clearly 
understood in this election campaign the american people will not tolerate any attempt by our enemies to 


interfere in the cherished right of the american voter to make his own decision with regard to what is best for 
america without outside intervention now it is understandable that vietnam has been a major concern in 
foreign 
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has been a major concern in foreign policy but we have not allowed the war in vietnam to paralyze our 
capacity to initiate historic new policies to conduct the last to construct the lasting and just peace in the world 
and when the history of this period is written i believe it will be recorded that our most significant 
contributions to peace resulted from our trips to peking and moscow the dialogue that we have begun with 
the people's republic of china has reduced the danger of war and has increased the chance for peaceful 
cooperation between two great peoples and within the space of four years in our relations with the soviet 
union we have moved from confrontation to negotiation and then to cooperation in the interest of peace we 
have taken the first step in limiting the nuclear arms race we have laid the foundation for further limitations on 
nuclear weapons and eventually of reducing the armaments in the nuclear area we can thereby not only 
reduce the enormous cost of arms for both our countries but we can increase the chances for peace more 
than on any other single issue i ask you my fellow americans to give us the chance to continue these great 
initiatives that can contribute so much to the future of peace in the [Applause] world and it can truly be said 
that as a result of our initiatives the danger of war is less today than it was the chances for peace are greater 
but a war note of warning needs to be sounded we cannot be complacent our opponents 
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we cannot be complacent our opponents have proposed massive cuts in our defense budget which would 
have the inevitable effect of making the united states the second strongest nation in the world for the united 
states unilaterally to reduce its strength with the naive hope that other nations would do likewise would 
increase the danger of war in the world it would completely remove any incentive of other nations to agree to 
a mutual limitation the reduction of arms the promising initiatives we have undertaken to limit arms would be 
destroyed the security of the united states and all the nations in the world who depend upon our friendship 
and support would be threatened let's look at the record on defense expenditures we have cut spending on 
our administration it now takes the lowest percentage of our national product in 20 years we should not 
spend more on defense than we need but we must never spend less than we [Applause] need what we must 
understand is spending what we need on defense will cost us money spending less than we need could cost 
us our lives or our freedom [Applause] and so tonight my fellow americans i say let us take risks for peace 
but let us never risk the security of the united states of america and it is for that reason that i pledge that we 
will continue to seek peace and the mutual reduction of arms the united states during this period however will 
always 
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during this period however will always have a defense second to none there are those who believe that we 
can entrust the security of america to the goodwill of our adversaries and those who hold this view do not 
know the real world we can negotiate limitation of arms and we have done so we can make agreements to 
reduce the danger of war and we have done so but one unchangeable rule of international diplomacy that 
i've learned over many many years is that in negotiations between great powers you can only get something 
if you have something to give in return and that is why i say tonight let us always be sure that when the 
president of the united states goes to the conference table he never has to negotiate from weakness 
[Applause] there is no such thing as a retreat to peace my fellow americans [Music] we stand today on the 
threshold of one of the most exciting and challenging eras in the history of relations between nations we 
have the opportunity in our time to be the peacemakers of the world because the world trusts and respects 
us and because the world knows that we shall only use our power to defend freedom never to destroy it to 
keep the peace never to break it a strong america is not the enemy of peace it is the guardian of peace the 
initiatives that we have begun can result in reducing the danger of arms 
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arms as well as the danger of war which hangs over the world today even more important it means that the 
enormous creative energies of the russian people and the chinese people and the american people and all 
the great peoples of the world can be turned away from production of war and turn toward production for 
peace and in america it means that we can undertake programs for progress at home that will be just as 
exciting as the great initiatives we have undertaken in building a new structure of peace abroad my fellow 
americans the peace dividend that we hear so much about has too often been described solely in monetary 
terms how much money we could take out of the arms budget and apply to our domestic needs by far the 
biggest dividend however is that achieving our goal of a lasting peace in the world would reflect the deepest 
hopes and ideals of all of the american people speaking on behalf of the american people i was proud to be 
able to say in my television address to the russian people in may we covet no one else's territory we seek no 
dominion over any other nation we seek peace not only for ourselves but for all the people of the world this 
dedication to idealism [Music] runs through america's history during the tragic war between the states 
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during the tragic war between the states abraham lincoln was asked whether god was on his side he replied 
my concern is not whether god is on our side but whether we are on god's side [Applause] may that always 
be our prayer for america we hold the future of peace in the world and our own future in our hands let us 
reject therefore the policies of those who whine and whimper about our frustrations and calling us to turn 
inward let us not turn away from greatness the chance america now has to lead the way to a lasting peace in 
the world may never come again with faith in god and faith in ourselves and faith in our country let us have 
the vision and the courage to seize the moment and meet the challenge before it slips away on your 
television screen last night you saw the cemetery in leningrad i visited on my trip to the soviet union where 
300 000 people died in the siege of that city during world war ii at the cemetery i saw the picture of a twelve- 
year-old girl she was a beautiful child her name was tanya i read her diary it tells the terrible story of war in 
the simple words of a child she wrote of the deaths of the members of her family senior in december granted 
in january then 
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in january then then uncle basha then uncle leosha then mama in may and finally these were the last words 
in her diary all are dead only tonya was left us think of tonya and of the other tanyas and their brothers and 
sisters everywhere in russia and china in america as we proudly meet our responsibilities for leadership in 
the world in a way worthy of a great people i ask you my fellow americans to join our new majority not just in 
the cause of winning an election but in achieving a hope that mankind has had since the beginning of 
civilization let us build a peace that our children and all the children of the world can enjoy for generations to 
come 


END 


